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DDiirreeccttiioonnss:: Choose the word that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the word in 
capital letters. 

 
1. VANGUARD 

 

A. antecedent 

B. habitué  

C. primogeniture  

D. partisan 

E. descendant 

 
2. NUGATORY 

 

A. covetous 

B. scanty 

C. bifurcated 

D. inestimable 

E. jejune 

 
3. CELERITY 

 

A. gait 

B. schism 

C. haste 

D. diffidence 

E. languidness 

 
4. STERILE 

 

A. fecund 

B. fallow 

C. arid 

D. infertile 

E. immutable 

 
5. FLAGRANT 

 

A. heinous 

B. covert 

C. arrant 

D. manifest 

E. granular 

6. DILIGENT 
 

A. amorous 

B. piddling 

C. unindustrious 

D. assiduous 

E. tainted 

 
7. APOCRYPHAL 

 

A. tendentious 

B. sodden 

C. veritable 

D. spurious 

E. dubious 

 
8. FEASIBLE 

 

A. inconceivable 

B. indelible 

C. indigenous 

D. intractable 

E. insurgent 

 
9. MARTINET 

 

A. autocrat 

B. miscreant 

C. prosecutor 

D. dictator 

E. malingerer 

 
10. PERSPICACIOUS 

 

A. fatuous 

B. judicious 

C. calculating 

D. idiosyncratic 

E. virile 



Answers and Explanations 
 

1) E 
The word vanguard means the forefront of a movement. An artistic pioneer 
might be the vanguard of a new art movement if he or she has followers. The 
opposite of a vanguard is a follower. Because a descendent is an adherent 
who follows closely the teachings of an earlier master, choice (E) is correct.  
 
(A) is incorrect because an antecedent is a preceding event or circumstance. 
This is practically synonymous with vanguard, not the opposite of it.   
  
(B) is incorrect because a habitué is a frequent or habitual visitor to a place. 
This is not the opposite of vanguard.  
 
(C) is incorrect because primogeniture is the state of being the firstborn child. 
This is not the opposite of vanguard.  
 
(D) is incorrect because a partisan is a strong supporter. This is not the 
opposite of vanguard, since being a supporter and being first are not mutually 
exclusive.  
 

2) D 
The word nugatory means trifling or worthless. Something that has no value is 
nugatory. The opposite of nugatory is having worth. Because inestimable 
means priceless or too valuable to be estimated, choice (D) is correct.  
 
(A) is incorrect because covetous means strongly desirous of something 
someone else has. This is not the opposite of nugatory.  
  
(B) is incorrect because scanty means meager or of small value. This is 
practically synonymous with nugatory, not the opposite of it.  
 
(C) is incorrect because bifurcated means divided into two parts. This is not 
the opposite of nugatory.  
 
(E) is incorrect because jejune means sophomoric or without significance. This 
is synonymous with nugatory, not the opposite of it.   
 

3) E 
The word celerity means swiftness or speed. A fast car, for example, moves 
with celerity. The opposite of celerity is slowness. Because languidness is 
slowness, choice (E) is correct.  
 
(A) is incorrect because gait is a manner of walking or moving. This is not the 
opposite of celerity.  
  



(B) is incorrect because schism is a division or separation. This is not the 
opposite of celerity.  
 
(C) is incorrect because haste is swiftness. This is synonymous with celerity, 
not the opposite of it.  
 
(D) is incorrect because diffidence is shyness. This is not the opposite of 
celerity.  
 

4) A 
The word sterile means disinfected or incapable of producing offspring. A 
sterile person cannot have children. The opposite of sterile is capable of 
producing offspring. Because fecund means fertile or productive, choice (A) is 
correct.  
 
(B) is incorrect because fallow means not in use. This is not the opposite of 
sterile.  
  
(C) is incorrect because arid means dry. This is not the opposite of sterile.  
 
(D) is incorrect because infertile means incapable of producing offspring. This 
is synonymous with sterile, not the opposite of it.   
 
(E) is incorrect because immutable means unchangeable. This is not the 
opposite of sterile.   
 

5) B 
The word flagrant means shockingly noticeable or evident. In basketball, a 
flagrant foul is one that is obvious and particularly aggressive. The opposite of 
flagrant is hidden or not obvious. Because covert means hidden or secret, 
choice (B) is correct.  
 
(A) is incorrect because heinous means hateful or odious. This is not the 
opposite of flagrant.  
  
(C) is incorrect because arrant means downright or thorough. This is not the 
opposite of flagrant.  
 
(D) is incorrect because manifest means obvious. This is synonymous with 
flagrant, not the opposite of it.  
 
(E) is incorrect because granular means having a grainy texture. This is not 
the opposite of flagrant.  
 

6) C 



The word diligent means hard working. A diligent person is one who is eager 
to work and sticks to a project until it is done. The opposite of diligent is lazy. 
Because unindustrious means not hard working, choice (C) is correct.  
 
(A) is incorrect because amorous means showing love or passion. This is not 
the opposite of diligent.  
 
(B) is incorrect because piddling means trivial. This is not the opposite of 
diligent.  
 
(D) is incorrect because assiduous means persistent or hard working. This is 
synonymous with diligent, not the opposite of it.   
 
(E) is incorrect because tainted means corrupted or poisoned. This is not the 
opposite of diligent.  
 

7) C 
The word apocryphal means fictional or not genuine. An apocryphal tale is one 
that is completely made up. The opposite of apocryphal is genuine or not 
fictional. Because veritable means true, choice (C) is correct.  
 
(A) is incorrect because tendentious means biased. This is not the opposite of 
apocryphal.  
  
(B) is incorrect because sodden means thoroughly soaked. This is not the 
opposite of apocryphal.  
 
(D) is incorrect because spurious means lacking authenticity. This is 
synonymous with apocryphal, not the opposite of it. 
 
(E) is incorrect because dubious means doubtful. This is practically 
synonymous with apocryphal, not the opposite of it.  

 

8) A 
The word feasible means possible or capable of being done. A plan is feasible 
if it could possibly work. The opposite of feasible is impossible or not able to 
be done. Because inconceivable means impossible or unthinkable, choice (A) 
is correct.  
 
(B) is incorrect because indelible means permanent. This is not the opposite of 
feasible.  
  
(C) is incorrect because indigenous means native. This is not the opposite of 
feasible.  
 



(D) is incorrect because intractable means stubborn or not easily managed. 
This is not the opposite of feasible.  
 
(E) is incorrect because insurgent means rebellious. This is not the opposite of 
feasible.  
 

9) B 
The word martinet means one who rigidly follows rules. A martinet is someone 
who never bends the rules. The opposite of a martinet is someone who does 
not rigidly follows the rules. Because a miscreant is one who breaks laws or 
behaves criminally, choice (B) is correct.  
 
(A) is incorrect because an autocrat is an absolute ruler. This is not the 
opposite of martinet.   
  
(C) is incorrect because a prosecutor is a person who carries out criminal 
charges against someone. This is not the opposite of martinet.  
 
(D) is incorrect because a dictator is a person exercising absolute power. This 
is not the opposite of martinet.  
 
(E) is incorrect because a malingerer is someone who feigns illness to avoid 
responsibility or work. This is not the opposite of martinet.  
 

10) A 
The word perspicacious means shrewd or intelligent. For example, Albert 
Einstein would be considered perspicacious. The opposite of perspicacious is 
not shrewd or intelligent. Because fatuous means stupid, choice (A) is correct.  
 
(B) is incorrect because judicious means sensible. This is not the opposite of 
perspicacious.  
  
(C) is incorrect because calculating means shrewd. This is synonymous with 
perspicacious, not the opposite of it.  
 
(D) is incorrect because idiosyncratic means eccentric or peculiar. This is not 
the opposite of perspicacious.  
 
(E) is incorrect because virile means manly. This is not the opposite of 
perspicacious.  

 


